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The Other Planet
A Novel by Ascher/Straus

Foreword by Stephen Beachey

FIRST TIME IN PAPERBACK — MAY

_________________________________________
www.mcphersonco.com

“The Other Planet is one of the indispensable 
novels of the twentieth century, a complex and 
unsentimental examination of the tensions cre-
ated by rapid social and technological change. 
Carefully constructed possibilities may be glee-
fully abandoned or lives that seem coherent in 
their design may be suddenly eclipsed by larger 
forces. Something sinister is still happening at 
the edges of perception, something both desir-
able and terrifying. In The Other Planet, the most 
common name given to that thing that inspires 
both longing and dread is ‘the future.’ …This is 
fiction driven by ideas, ideas about the future, 
the self, and the relentlessness of the everyday. 
These ideas are often manifest in conversa-
tions, and so every idea is refuted, complicated, 
taken to its absurd extreme, or mutated in an 
unintended direction so that we are constantly 
reminded of the unavoidable self-referentiality 
of our own ideas, the degree to which they are 
trapped in a corner: the corner of our bodies, 
our histories, the pictures of reality we most like 
to look at, the stories we put ourselves to sleep 
with at night.” —from the foreword by Stephen beachy

“A pretty definitive statement about the post-Modern experience . . . The future 
is sparked by a mysterious stranger, Humberto Vilanescu. Rich, foreign, partly 
messianic and partly Mephistophelian, he’s a combination of the Aga Khan, 
Howard Hughes and The Man Who Fell to Earth. . . . This is a mysterious, ab-
sorbing, sexy and troubling reflection on these weird times, and it should be 
read.” — John Strausbaugh, City Paper

“Full of surreal dreams and brief, startlingly erotic episodes. . . . The book is 
best at ordinary life, with a nod to William Carlos Williams in its surprising, 
saturated colors and sudden, sensuous cravings.” — Publishers Weekly

Thirty years ago this surreal, speculative novel predicted the In-
ternet, our addiction to celebrity, and the obsession with living in 
the FUTURE (if there is one). A new generation of readers awaits.

The Classical Novels
by Mary Butts

Preface by Thomas McEvilley

A RECOVERED CLASSIC — APRIL

These two historical novels, published in her lifetime to consid-
erable acclaim, are well-suited for one volume: there is a perfect 
segue from Alexander the Great’s death and legacy to the rise

250 years later of the strong, intelligent, 
and capable Queen Cleopatra. Butts’ style 
is fluid, the writing is crisp and collo-
quial, and the scenes she composes are 
dramatic. In addition to two complete 
novels, this volume includes three re-
lated short stories.

“In a series of ten scenes Miss Mary 
Butts has studied the personality of Al-
exander the Great, and more particularly 
his tendency to think himself a god or 
God… Miss Butts frankly disclaims the 
purpose of saying much about the public 
side of his activity, concentrating her at-
tention on his inner life…  This is Butts’ 
suggested justification of Alexander: of 
his belief in his own divinity, without 
which he could not have attempted an 
aim which requires and perhaps is not 
unworthy of a god… [The Macedonian is] 
a remarkable book.” — Times Literary 
Supplement

“Cleopatra, as a thoroughly intelligent head of state, a warm and witty woman, 
mistress, muse, and mother of Caesar, a divinity in her own right (fully le-
galized in Egyptian law) and an incomparable companion, is here viewed in 
depth by one of the most expert writers of our century — a compassionate 
evocation and a brilliant revival.” — Virgil Thomson

$16.00 paperback
5.5 x 8.5”, 244 pp.

 978-1-62054-033-6
Also available:

cloth $20.00   0-914232-93-2
Rights: World

$16.00 paperback
385 pp., 5.5 x 8.5”

0-929701-42-9
Rights: World
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How to Imagine
A Narrative on Art and Agriculture

 by Gianfranco Baruchello & Henry Martin

Throughout a career spanning half a century, Stan Brakhage—
the foremost experimental filmmaker in America, and perhaps 
the world—wrote controversial essays on the art of film and its
intersections with poetry, music, dance, and painting. Published in small cir-
culation literary and arts journals, they were gathered later into such books 
as Metaphors on Vision and Film at Wit’s End. Beginning in 1989, and for a 
decade thereafter, Brakhage wrote the essays in Telling Time as an occasional 
column for Musicworks, a Toronto quarterly. Ostensibly about the relation of 

film to music, they soon enlarged to explore 
primary concerns beyond film, including Bra-
khage’s aesthetic theories based on the phe-
nomenology of human cognition. In these 
essays he is as brilliant discussing Gertrude 
Stein or romantic love as he is on child psy-
chology, astronomy, and physiology, all the 
while teasing out vital correspondences be-
tween the arts, and upending conventional 
ideas of how we perceive. Above all, he shares 
his theories and discoveries in the spirit of 
establishing a groundwork for many varieties 
of human liberation. His prose is filled with 
flashes of insight, elaborated metaphors, play-
ful elisions, shorthand puns and neologisms, 
personal digressions, surprising epiphanies, 
leaps of faith, and affronts to authority. He ap-
peals to the imagination, and invites us to a 
more profound and personal experience of art.

“The twenty-six pieces collected [here] estab-
lish Brakhage’s place among the most elastic 

minds of his generation. ...Telling Time is an elegant, thoroughly engaging, 
timely and wide-ranging work… [it] is an essential book for anyone interested 
in Brakhage, theories of visual perception, the relationship of film to music, 
and the beats in-between.”—Brett Kashmere, Canadian Journal of Film Studies

Telling Time
Essays of a Visionary Filmmaker

 by Stan Brakhage

$18.00 paperback
144 pages, 5.5 x 8.5”

18 illustrations
978-1-62054-027-5

Rights: World

FIRST TIME IN PAPERBACK — APRIL

Taking the farm he operates outside Rome as his starting point, 
Gianfranco Baruchello — one of the outstanding poly-artists to 
emerge from Italy in the 1960s — explores the spaces and forces 
that surround and nurture imagination 
and perception. How to Imagine began as 
a series of conversations between the au-
thors, which accounts for its captivating 
and personal tone, fired by the wit of a 
natural raconteur and filled with lively and 
unexpected revelations. We are delighted 
and honored to re-present this wonderful 
book with a 35th Anniversary Edition.

“If you can imagine Marcel Duchamp as 
a farmer, you’ll begin to catch the flavor 
of this wry, idiosyncratic work, in which 
the day-to-day concerns of husbandry are 
wonderfully intertwined with a series of 
intense, insightful meditations on the pos-
sibilities of art.” — Donald Barthleme

“Baruchello’s spirited monologue starts 
from earth and extends into politics, Duch-
amp, the soul, Christo, bees, feminism, let-
tuce and death… He is not only an original 
and intuitive thinker but funny and charm-
ing.… Faced with a cow, or an enormous swarm of bees, Mr. Barukchello talks. 
Magnificently.” — Donald Hall, New York Times Book Review

“This is a very good book…it is a book on how to take a farm and strip away 
all the imaginary concepts our culture has laid on it and see what it really is. 
It never gets second-hand and it never gets artistically false.”— Robert Pirsig, 
author of Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance

$15 paperback
160 pages, 5.5 x 8.5”
978-1-62054-028-2

Rights: World
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The Iguana
A Novel by Anna Maria Ortese

Translated by Henry Martin

NEW PAPERBACK — AUGUST

The Heat Death of the Universe
 And Other Stories, by Pamela Zoline

Introduced by Thomas M. Disch

Every so often a first book captures the attention of a broad spec-
trum of readers, draws extraordinary praise from critics, and cat-
apults the author overnight into an established presence. That 
happened with this book in 1988, and has continued to happen ever since. 

In these three novellas and two short stories 
we’re taken from the ontological recesses of 
Sarah Boyle’s kitchen into an encyclopaedic 
cure for insomnia, and then find recounted 
what must surely be the most catastophic 
(and hilarious) geneology in modern fiction. 
Along the way, as the cultural detritus of West-
ern Civ seeps in between the quotidian cracks, 
Zoline never loses sight of life’s personal di-
mensions. So we are delighted to present a 
Thirtieth Anniversary paperback edition.

“Nuclear war, obesity, failed marriages, kid-
napped children — threats of destruction 
haunt Ms. Zoline’s imagination. She attacks 
those fears in fiction that revitalizes the labels 
‘post-modern’ and ‘feminist,’ by lacing her 
work with a healthy dose of fantasy that links 
her to Angela Carter, her nearest literary sib-
ling.” — New York Times Book Review

“The work of a seasoned writer who makes us 
see the world in a brand new way.”— Philadelphia Inquirer

“Such are the marvelous qualities of her writing that a number of literary fads 
could come and go, but The Heat Death of the Universe would live on.”—LOCUS

“Weird, challenging, distinctive, jolting: a polymathic product of fine writing, 
mordant commentary, and subtle thinking.” — Kirkus Reviews

“Her stories are vastly different, yet imagery and detailed approach tie them 
together as if with colored threads.” — Library Journal

“Very strange and very enjoyable.” — Booklist

In this magical novel a count from Milan stumbles upon a deso-
late community of lost noblemen on an uncharted island off the 
coast of Portugal. When he discovers, to his astonishment, that 
their ill-treated servant is in fact a maiden 
iguana, and then proceeds to fall in love with 
her, the reader is given a fantastic tale of trag-
ic love and delusion that ranks among the 
most affecting in contemporary literature. 

“The reptilian servant is only the first in a 
series of fantastic touches that tansform the 
narrative into a satiric fable dense with the 
echoes of Shakespeare’s ‘Tempest’ and Kaf-
ka’s ‘Metamorphosis.’…The Iguana is a su-
perb performance.”—New York Times Book 
Review

“Anna Maria Ortese has called up the myths 
of the tortured aristocrat; the abused brute; 
the false innocent who cannot admit his 
desires; the blameless sinner caught help-
lessly in her sins; and, above all, the myth of 
the human soul.” — The Nation

“The Iguana is a novelistic fable invented 
with surprise after surprise on page after 
page, a calmly reasoned nightmare. …It has its own logic and respects its own 
archetype — the wrinkled little bright green beast marked by fate and faithful 
to those who despise and abuse her. She is the archetype that excites our sense 
of anguish.” — Alfredo Giuliani, La Republica (Milan)

“The translator captures well Ortese’s fascinating voice.…” — ALA Choice 

“Even when Ortese measured herself against the novel — and she has done 
so stupendously — she remains a writer of tales; and her most illuminated 
tale remains The Iguana, for which human language has but a single adequate 
term: the book is a masterpiece.” — Dario Bellezza

$15 paperback
208 pages, 5.5 x 8.5”
978-1-914232-95-9
Rights: World English

$16 paperback
208 pages, 5.5 x 8.5”
978-1-62054-034-3
Rights: World English



“A terrifyingly beautiful novel . . . I can’t think of the last time a 
book wrapped itself around me with such instant intensity, pulling 
me into another space, another life, one so steeped in pain from the 
first paragraph—yet I couldn’t put it down. …Christopher, the protagonist, is as 
unique . . . and as endearing as the autistic protagonist of the same name in Mark 
Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.”— The Oregonian

WINNER: 2016 Dactyl Literary Fiction Award  WINNER: 2015 IPPY for Literary 
Fiction  WINNER: 2014 PEN USA Fiction Award    FINALIST: 2014 Oregon 
Book Award  FINALIST: 2014 Chautauqua Prize Publishers Weekly Top 5 Fiction 
Title 2013 New York Magazine Top 10 Book 2013

“But it is Hill’s language that dominates this 
story, which is told in fractured bits, not unlike 
the messengers. Christopher’s meditations on 
death, memory, the relations of bones to the self, 
not to mention rain and snow and fog and the 
cosmos, are mystical, highly poetic and musically 
rendered—an almost impossibly sustained 
performance from beginning to end. Nearly 
every paragraph astonishes, every moment 
rich with magic and daring. Reminiscent of 
Robert Pirsig and Herman Hesse in its concern 
with authenticity, Sea of Hooks also has the 
unbearable anguish of Kafka’s diaries—making 
for an unforgettable trip.”—Publishers Weekly

“Brilliant. . . . A novel so audacious, so intricately 
constructed, that it was a reading experience 
unlike any I’ve ever had.…. It’s a novel that 
proves that the complexities of one young 
man’s daily life, his preoccupations and his 
nightmares, and above all, his compassion, can be extraordinarily fascinating, 
suspenseful, and revelatory.”— Rosemary and Reading Glasses

Sea of Hooks
A Novel by Lindsay Hill

$25 hardcover
352 pages, 5.75 x 8.75”

978-1-62054-006-0
Cover by Paul Bacon

Rights: World X Italy & Brazil
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AN ASTONISHING DEBUT
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Ten years later, when Alba, his wife of fifty years, 
dies without warning, Renato has been reduced to 
a darkened existence — broken belief, crazy hope, 
desperate philosophy. Artist that he is, he assembles 
a collage of scenes of his life with and without Alba, 
as well as his eccentric Sicilian-American family, 
and well-meaning friends. As he rails metaphysi-
cally at life, the deepest sorrow is not merely outra-
geous, heart-rending, and tragic, but for someone 
so introspectively human, it becomes oddly comic 
and touching. And miraculously beautiful.

“A lively comic romp through the early high promise 
of the painter Renato, and his late-life desperation 
over the art world’s non-recognition of his work. 
Age bends and fate twists the artist, but he carries 
on with his ‘perishable art and human love’—the 
indefatigable artist as his own work of art.”

—William Kennedy, author of Ironwood

“This splendidly layered comic novel dramatizes 
perhaps more effectively than any other fiction I have 
read the tribulations and joys experienced by a serious 
artist—in this case, an Italian-American painter…as 
he loves and works and battles his way through his 
70th year.” —Lawrence Kinsman, Mercury Reviews

Two Novels by Eugene Mirabelli
“FOR ANYONE WHO loves the work of James Salter or William Trevor, 
Eugene Mirabelli is another writer to treasure, and Renato After Alba 
is one of the best books I’ve read in ages—a beautiful, profound and 
exhilarating novel about what sustains us in the face of inevitable loss.”

—Elizabeth Hand, author of Hard Light and Generation Loss

Renato, the Painter

TWIN MASTERPIECES

Renato After Alba

$24.00 cloth, 192  pp.,  5.5 x 8.5”  978-1-62054-026-8 Rights: World

WINNER: 2013
IPPY for Literary Fiction

WINNER: 2017 
Independent Press Award

$25.00 cloth, 310 pp. 5.5 x 8.5” 978-0-929701-96-7  Rights: World

_________________________________________
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Thomas McEvilley
The Triumph of Anti-Art 

Conceptual and Performance Art in the 
Formation of Post-Modernism

$23 paper, 978-0-929701-92-9

Henry Cowell
Essential Cowell

Selected Writings on Music
$35 cloth, 0-929701-63-1

Edited by Dick Higgins

V. K. Arseniev
Dersu the Trapper

$16 paper, 0-929701-49-6
Translated by Malcolm Burr

Preface by Jaimy Gordon

Howard McCord
Walking to Extremes

in Iceland and New Mexico
$15 paper, 0-929701-86-0

Raymond Saroff
Claes Oldenburg “Happenings”

Ray Gun Theater
$40 DVD, 1-878352-12-1
Approx. 2 hrs., b/w/NTSC

Edward Dahlberg
The Leafless American

and Other Writings
$20 cloth, 0-914232-83-5
$10 paper, 0-914232-80-0

Preface by Robert Creeley

“Howard McCord’s poetic voice calls us to be com-
panions in his vision quest: Seeking the truth in the 

deserts he loves. He writes the reality of the Southwest 
landscapes, and also its songs and voices. In these 

brilliant and philosophical essays Howard shares his 
intimate and sometimes haunting journey.”

—rudolfo anaya

“I find this to be your masterpiece.”—ted enSlin

“Deep, sometimes profound, always readable”
—Reader Views

SELECTED NONFICTION
10

Christopher Wagstaff, editor
A Sacred Quest:

Essays on the Life and Writings
of Mary Butts

$25 cloth, 0-929701-45-3

Paul West
My Father’s War

A Memoir
$24 cloth, 0-929701-75-5

SELECTED NONFICTION

_________________________________________
www.mcphersonco.com

Stan Brakhage
Film at Wit’s End:
Eight Avant-garde 

Filmmakers
$16 paper, 0-929701-16-X

Stan Brakhage
Essential Brakhage

Selected Writings on 
Filmmaking

$18 paper, 0-929701-64-X

Maya Deren
Divine Horsemen:

The Living Gods of Haiti
$16 paper, 0-914232-63-0
Preface by Joseph Campbell

Novalis
Hymns to the Night

$6.50 paper, 0-914232-90-8
bi-lingual edition

Translated by Dick Higgins

Maya Deren
Essential Deren:

Collected Writings on Film
$18 paper, 0-929701-65-8

11

Rudolf Borchardt
The Passionate Gardener
$30 cloth, 0-929701-73-9
Translated by Henry Martin

Thomas McEvilley
Yves the Provocateur

Yves Klein and Twentieth-Century Art

$27 cloth, 978-0-929701-91-2

Thomas McEvilley
Art, Love, Friendship

Ulay and Marina Abramovich—
Together & Apart

$27 cloth, 978-0-929701-93-6
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Howard McCord
The Man Who Walked

to The Moon
A Novel

$12 paper, 0-929701-78-X

Giorgio Manganelli
Centuria:

One Hundred Ouroboric Novels
$15 paper, 0-929701-85-2
$24 cloth, 0-929701-72-0

Trans. w/ preface by Henry Martin

Massimo Bontempelli
Separations:

Two Novels of Mothers & Children
$16 paper, 0-929701-70-4
$28 cloth, 0-929701-61-5

Trans. w/ preface by Estelle Gilson

SELECTED FICTION

Carlos Franz
The Absent Sea

A Novel
$25 cloth, 978-0929701-94-3
Translated by Leland Chambers

SDWS
She
drove
with-
out
stop-
ping

JAIMY GORDON

   A  N O V E L

Jaimy Gordon
Lord of Misrule

A Novel
$25 cloth, 978-0-929701-83-7
2010 National Book Award

Jaimy Gordon
She Drove Without Stopping

A Novel
$15 paper, 978-0-929701-36-3

Susana Fortes
The Albanian Affairs

A Novel
$22 cloth, 978-0-929701-79-0

Translated by Leland Chambers

Robert Cabot
The Isle of Khería

A Novel
$25 cloth, 978-0-929701-98-1

Frederick Ted Castle
Anticipation

A Novel
$14 paper, 0-914232-65-7

$22.50 cloth, 0-914232-60-6

Jascha Kessler
Siren Songs & Classical Illusions

Fifty Modern Fables
$12 paper, 0-929701-22-4

G.V. Desani
Hali and Collected Stories
$20 cloth, 0-929701-12-7

SELECTED FICTION
13

_________________________________________
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Michael Joyce
Liam’s Going

A Novel
$15 paper, 978-0-929701-88-2

$22 cloth, 0-929701-66-6

Ursule Molinaro
Demons and Divas

Three Novels
$25.00 cloth, 0-929701-59-3

Robert Kelly
The Logic of the World

and Other Fictions
$24.00 cloth, 978-0-929701-89-9

John Shors
Beneath a Mable Sky:
A Novel of the Taj Mahal

$16 paper, 978-0-929701-97-4

Thomas McEvilley
The Arimaspia

A Novel
$20.00 paper, 978-1-62054-011-4
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mary butts
The Complete Stories

r e c o v e r e d  c l a s s i c s

Mary Butts
The Complete Stories
$20 paper, 448 pages

978-1-62054-009-1
Preface by Bruce McPherson

Sergio Ramirez
Divine Punishment

A Novel
$30 cloth, 512 pages
 978-1-62054-014-5
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Our Independent Bookseller Partners 
Alaska Sitka Old Harbor Books • Arizona tucSon Antigone Books •  Arkansas 

blytheville That Bookstore in Blytheville • California oakland and Santa monica  Diesel 

Bookstore  loS angeleS  Stories: Books and Cafe  paSadena Vroman’s Bookstore San 

franciSco City Lights Books San franciSco Green Apple Books Santa barbara Chaucer’s 

Books • Colorado boulder Boulder Bookstore denver The Tattered Cover •  District 

of Columbia waShington Politics and Prose Bookstore & Coffeeshop  • Florida coral 

gableS Books & Books • Illinois chicago Seminary Co-op •  Maine brunSwick Gulf of 
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• New Hampshire peterborough, keene, and milford The Toadstool Bookshops • New 
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Book Center • Texas houSton Brazos Bookstore • Utah Salt lake city Weller Book 

Works • Vermont mancheSter center Northshire Bookstore • Washington leavenworth 

A Book for All Seasons  Seattle Elliot Bay Book Company • Wisconsin milwaukee 

Boswell Book Company

Booksellers: Call us to learn how your shop can join our Partner Program for free!

—UK & EUROPE—

Central Books
99 Wallis Road

London, England E9 5LN
0845-458-9911

0845-458-9912 fax
orders@centralbooks.com

www.centralbooks.com

—USA & EXPORT—

McPherson & Company
P. O. Box 1126

Kingston, New York 12402
845-331-5807 phone & fax

bmcphersonco@gmail.com
www.mcphersonco.com

McPherson & Company books are available to the trade from
Ingram Book Co. and Baker & Taylor (selected titles), and from:
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Subtotal

Postage 

NYS Sales Tax

TOTAL $

How to Order
Individuals

First check the page opposite: if possible please patronize your local store.
Order online at www.mcphersonco.com, or use the form below (or copy 
it) to mail your order. Or: telephone us at 845–331–5807. Unless charging 
your purchase, your check (drawn on a U.S. bank) or money order (in U.S. 
funds) must accompany order. If using a credit card, include your signature 
and the card’s expiration date. New York State residents must include 
appropriate sales tax at local rate for us to process your order. Alas, sales tax 
applies to the shipping charge. The shipping charge in the US is $6.75.

*Foreign postage: $30.00 ($25 Canada) up to 4 lbs. via Global Priority. 

Bookstores
See ABA handbook for our trade discount schedules, including non-
returnable option, course adoptions, and terms. Or telephone us. Fax your 
order toll-free to 845-331-5807. E-mail to: bmcphersonco@gmail.com.
Selected titles available from Ingram Book Company, Baker & Taylor. 
Contact us directly to find out about our Partner Bookstore Program.

Libraries
Direct orders are subject to 20% discount at $75+ retail. Free freight. 
(Discounts do not apply to dvds, tee shirts and certain special editions, as 
noted.) Please phone or fax: 845–331–5807, or e-mail bmcphersonco@
gmail.com. Most books also available through the usual library wholesalers.

Prices and availability subject to change. This catalogue expires 9/30/15

Signature

Expiration

   Quantity                                    Title  / Author                                                          edition         Price   Total

Method of Payment
  Check / MO  CREDIT CARD   BILL US (bookstores
      (MC/Visa/AMEX)       & libraries only)

In case we have a question 
about your order

US $ only

McPherson & Company  P.O.Box 1126  Kingston, NY 12402

For kids and adults!
Available in many sizes
and a rainbow of colors.

Solids: $16 adult / $12 kids
Unique Tie-dye tees: $20 / $16

Take $4 off with any book 

/

Name

Address

City                                                State                Zip



Ship to (if different)

Address

City                                                State             Zip

Date  P.O.#

on front:
i think therefore i read

on reverse:
i read therefore i think

White lettering on dark colors. 
Black lettering on light colors.

New: Long sleeve version available 
in black, hunter green, crimson: $20

 Our Famous Tee
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6.75
IN USA

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLER
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